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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA

STATE OF FLORIDA,
Plaintiff, CASE NO.: 2024 CF 2000

DIVISION: 001
VS.

EDDIE LEE DURAN, JR.,
Defendant.

NOTICE OF FILING OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Court received the attached ex parte correspondence

on May 20, 2025. Canon 3B(7) of the Code of Judicial Conduct provides that "[a] judge shall not

initiate, permit, or consider ex parte communication, or consider other communications made to

the judge outside the presence of the parties concerning a pending or impending proceeding"

except in certain limited circumstances. The correspondence has not been read by the

Honorable Lacey Powell Clark and is hereby filed in the instant case and is served on all

parties on the service list below.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing has been furnished to Office of the
State Attorney, Rodney Smith and Michael Flowers, Attorneys for Defendant on May 21, 2025.

Q
3118:57,

signed by Amanda Bailey 05/21/2025 01:13:57 -+J6WHrh

Amanda Bailey
Judicial Assistant to the Honorable Lacey Powell Clark
Okaloosa County Courthouse Annex Extension
1940 Lewis Turner Boulevard
Fort Walton Beach, Florida 32547
Office: (850) 609-5415
Email: amanda.bailey@flcourts1.gov



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Charles L Johnson Jr/Airforce Veteran

Roger Fortson was an upstanding human being and a role model to both his friends and family.
This loss has affected not only his friends and family, it has shaken the Air Force and more
specifically, Hurlburt Field Air Force Base to its core. There's no justification for what Eddie
Duran did to my friend and wingman and he should be brought to justice for his crime.

I am writing as a veteran regarding the trial ofEddie Duran who killed Senior Airman Roger
Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved away
from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members and
veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
ofEddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: TSgt Antwan Marshall

I am writing as a servicemember regarding the trial ofEddie Duran who killed Senior Airman
Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved

away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members
and veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
of Eddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the

request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Anonymous Active Duty/Veteran Servicemember

I am writing as someone who has served in the military in regards to the trial ofEddie Duran
who killed Senior Airman Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important
that this trial is not moved away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred.
Being military members and veterans from many different places who have made our home here
in Okaloosa County, we think it important that the community we've built as service members be
able to access the trial of Eddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Samuel Baeza, SrA, Active Duty

I am writing as a servicemember regarding the trial of Eddie Duran who killed Senior Airman
Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved
away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members
and veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
of Eddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Anonymous Active Duty/Veteran Servicemember

I am writing as someone who has served in the military in regards to the trial ofEddie Duran
who killed Senior Airman Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important
that this trial 1s not moved away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred.
Being military members and veterans from many different places who have made our home here
in Okaloosa County, we think it important that the community we've built as service members be
able to access the trial ofEddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Sgt Louis Miller USMC - Veteran

We have to do better for our veterans,

I am writing as a veteran regarding the trial ofEddie Duran who killed Senior Airman Roger
Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved away
from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members and
veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
ofEddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Anonymous Active Duty/Veteran Servicemember

I am writing as someone who has served in the military in regards to the trial ofEddie Duran
who killed Senior Airman Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important
that this trial is not moved away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred.
Being military members and veterans from many different places who have made our home here
in Okaloosa County, we think it important that the community we've built as service members be
able to access the trial ofEddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Sylvia Andrews Spouse ofRetired SgtMajor Dexter Andrews

I am writing as a military spouse of a retired veteran in regards to the trial of Eddie Duran who
killed Senior Airman Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this
trial is not moved away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being
military members and veterans from many different places who have made our home here in
Okaloosa County, we think it important that the community we've built as service members be
able to access the trial of Eddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: DeonWilkey SSgt/ AD

Imagine opening your door being the last thing you do and it being from a man who's supposed
to be on the same side as you.

I am writing as a servicemember regarding the trial ofEddie Duran who killed Senior Airman
Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved
away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members
and veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
of Eddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Senior Airman Aaron Rozier

I am writing as a servicemember regarding the trial ofEddie Duran who killed Senior Airman
Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved
away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members
and veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
ofEddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson:

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Porch'se R. Mitchell-Miller US Army Disabled Veteran

I am writing as a veteran regarding the trial of Eddie Duran who killed Senior Airman Roger
Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved away
from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members and
veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
of Eddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Cecily Chitic Barron

I am writing as a servicemember regarding the trial of Eddie Duran who killed Senior Airman
Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved
away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members
and veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
of Eddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Anonymous Active Duty/Veteran Servicemember

I am writing as someone who has served in the military in regards to the trial ofEddie Duran
who killed Senior Airman Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important
that this trial is not moved away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred.
Being military members and veterans from many different places who have made our home here
in Okaloosa County, we think it important that the community we've built as service members be
able to access the trial of Eddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the

request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Brequita Fortson - Veteran

I am writing as a veteran regarding the trial ofEddie Duran who killed SeniorAirman Roger
Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved away
from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members and
veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
ofEddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the

request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable udge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Ruyeilliss Nieves

I am writing as a servicemember regarding the trial of Eddie Duran who killed SeniorAirman
Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved
away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members
and veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
of Eddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Anonymous Active Duty/Veteran Servicemember

I am writing as someone who has served in the military in regards to the trial ofEddie Duran
who killed Senior Airman Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important
that this trial is not moved away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred.
Being military members and veterans from many different places who have made our home here
in Okaloosa County, we think it important that the community we've built as service members be
able to access the trial of Eddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Anonymous Active Duty/Veteran Servicemember

1 am writing as someone who has served in the military in regards to the trial ofEddie Duran
who killed Senior Airman Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important
that this trial is not moved away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred.

Being military members and veterans from many different places who have made our home here
in Okaloosa County, we think it important that the community we've built as service members be
able to access the trial ofEddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the

request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: SSgt Asha Covington

As an airman and member of this community, I have lost faith in the judiciary system. As an
airman who also is a woman of color, we want justice for SrA Fortson. Thank you.

I am writing as a servicemember regarding the trial ofEddie Duran who killed Senior Airman
Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved
away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members
and veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
of Eddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Anonymous Active Duty/Veteran Servicemember

I am writing as someone who has served in the military in regards to the trial ofEddie Duran
who killed Senior Airman Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important
that this trial is not moved away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred.
Being military members and veterans from many different places who have made our home here
in Okaloosa County, we think it important that the community we've built as service members be
able to access the trial ofEddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Anonymous Active Duty/Veteran Servicemember

I am writing as someone who has served in the military in regards to the trial ofEddie Duran
who killed Senior Airman Roger Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important
that this trial is not moved away from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred.
Being military members and veterans from many different places who have made our home here
in Okaloosa County, we think it important that the community we've built as service members be
able to access the trial of Eddie Duran in support ofour fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: RoyM Skinner former Marine Cpl.

I am writing as a veteran regarding the trial ofEddie Duran who killed SeniorAirman Roger
Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved away
from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members and
veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
ofEddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Cpl USMC - Veteran

I am writing as a veteran regarding the trial of Eddie Duran who killed SeniorAirman Roger
Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved away
from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members and
veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
ofEddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Allison Ferreira SSG US Army - Retired

I see justice as the courts not being complicit in this murder, We openly seek justice for my
military brother and his family!

I am writing as a veteran regarding the trial of Eddie Duran who killed SeniorAirman Roger
Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved away
from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members and
veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
of Eddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: Traevion Donley - Veteran

It's unfortunate what happened to Airmen Fortson. But I stand with the Fortson family. Roger
Fortson deserves justice! I will not be quiet until he receives the justice he deserves.

I am writing as a veteran regarding the trial of Eddie Duran who killed Senior Airman Roger
Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved away
from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members and
veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial.
of Eddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: SPC James Hammond - Veteran

I am writing as a veteran regarding the trial of Eddie Duran who killed Senior Airman Roger
Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved away
from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members and
veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
ofEddie Duran in support ofour fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family



To: Honorable Judge Lacey Powell Clark

From: 2d Lt Joy Metzler - Veteran

I am writing as a veteran regarding the trial ofEddie Duran who killed SeniorAirman Roger
Fortson. We, servicemembers and veterans, find it important that this trial is not moved away
from Okaloosa County where Airman Fortson's death occurred. Being military members and
veterans from many different places who have made our home here in Okaloosa County, we
think it important that the community we've built as service members be able to access the trial
ofEddie Duran in support of our fallen brother Roger Fortson.

Please respect the wishes ofAirman Fortson's family and his family in service in denying the
request to move the trial away from our home. Thank you for considering this issue.

Signed,

Roger Fortson's Military Family


