STATE OF ALABAMA
COLBERT COUNTY
VALERIE G. PATTERSON,
Plaintiff,
THE CITY OF SHEFFIELD,
ALABAMA, a Municipal Corporation,

Defendant.
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COLBERT COUNTY, ALABAMA
MARK R. EADY, CLERK

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

CASE NO.:

COMPLAINT

COUNT ONE

1. Plaintiff Valerie G. Patterson
over the age of nineteen (19) years.

2

1s a resident citizen of Colbert County, Alabama. and is

Dcfendant The City of Shetticld Alabama. a Municipal Corporation, is a Municipal

Corporation organized under the laws of Alabama, and is an entity subject to suit herein,

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

3. This Honorable Court has jurisdiction herein as all actions by Defendant
occurred in Colbert County, Alabama. all prerequisites o suit have been met by Plaintiff, and venue

is proper.

FACTS COMMON TO ALL COUNTS

4. Onorabout August 26. 2024, while Plaintiff was incarcerated in the jail of the City of
Shefticld, Alabama{Casc #2408-1921), Plaintiff was placed in a cell which was covered in feces and

urine, had stopped up plumbing and visible bed bugs.
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5. Plaintiff was not given a mattress or bedding, and had to sit on the metal fold-down cot
type bed.

6. Unknown te Plaintiff at that time, having not been given any prior waming, when
Plaintift sat on the cot. it went out from under Plaintift, and a picce of unsecured wood that had
intentionally been wedged by the jailer(s) under the cot to apparently hold the cot up duc to the cot’s
real metal support having previously been broken, sliced the skin off of the back of Plaintitt™s right
calf for an arca of skin approximatcly 3" X 6".

7. Plaintift experienced immediate, extreme pain, and profuse bleeding,

8. The sink in the cell was clogged with feees and trash, so Plaintitf was unable to cleanse
her serious wound,

9. Plaintiff called out to the jailer for medical help but received none.

£0.  Plaintift protested repeatedly to the jailer for medical attention but was consistently
denied same.

1l After release, Plaintiff obtained medical treatment, but still had a skin infection set up
in her wound, causing additional pain, bleeding, vozing. and causing Plaintiff to have to quit her
nursing job.

12, Plaintiff™s leg 1s permancntly scarred from these wrongs caused and committed by the
Sheffield City jailer(s).

13. Asaproximate consequence of the negligence or wantonness or neglect or carelessness
or unskilfulness of the City of Shefticld, Alabama jailer(s) who was/were then acting as the agent,
officer or employece of the City of Shefficld. Alabama, a Municipal Corporation, while engaged in

work for same and while acting within the line and scope of his‘her/their employment or their duty
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with the City of Shefticld, Alabama, a Municipal Corporation, Plaintif™s damages and injurics were
proximately caused, including but not limited to, pain and suffering, mental anguish. emotional
distress, loss of enjoyment of life. incurring medical expenses. past. present and future, incurring a
permanent partial impairment incurring loss ot income, past present and tuture, property damage,
permanent scarring, and other damages according to proof.

14.  On or about the weekend of October 18, 19, and 20", 2024, there was a noticeable
police presence at Plaintiff™s place of work by the Sheftield Police Department. Plaintiff was then
empioyed at the Dollar General on 1™ Street in Sheffield, Alabama. On or about October 18" a
police officer (officer™s name unknown) came to Plaintiff’s register; said Officer, was actually a
jailer for the City of Shefficld, Alabama, as indicated by her shirt.

15. Plaintiff asked her why the bed in the trustee cell at the City of Sheftield. Alabama jail
was never fixed and said jailer stated the Shetfield City Council was to “cheap™ to have the steel
welded so they just used a wooden board to hold the bed up. When Plaintitt asked the jailer's name,
the jailer hurriedly left the building. Soon after, three (3) Sheffield Police Officers came to
Plaintiff"s place of business. All three were in uniform. All three meandered around staring at
Plaintiff. Plaintiff didn’t have a name tag on as Plaintiff was a new employee.

16.  The first two uniformed officers (names unknown), finally bought a snack and a drink.
They asked if Plaintiff was new. ete., and left. The last officer in uniform came in and meandered
around lor approximately 25 minutes. He never bought anything but was only staring at Plaintift.

17.  Plaintiff finally asked the Officer it he needed help and he said “no™. Plaintitftold him
most people that meander around and don™t buy anything are shoplifters and we call the police on

them. The Officer finally left with no purchase.
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18.  Over the next two days, all three Otfficers returned in plain clothes. They purchased
small items while asking Plaintiff"s name. which Plaintifl didn't give.

19. Onorabout October 19, 2024, Sargent Williams returned and watked aimlessly around
the store again. He finally purchased a drink and flipped his badge out and introduced himself to
Plamtiff. At that time, he was plain clothed. He asked Plaintitt for her name and Plaintiff changed
the subject. He then went on to tell Plaintff that he and his crew would be in and out of the store
grom now on to prevent shoplifters. He also asked Plaintiff il Plaintiff had heard of the man who
died during his pending lawsuit aagainst the City of Sheffield. Plaintitftold the Officer that Plaintift
was aware and to have a good night

20. The daughter of the man who died by hanging worked at Plaintiff™s location. She has
also noticed the frequent visits by the Sheftield Police.

21, Another employee who has previously left her employment at Dollar General also felt
a heavy policy presence for unwarranted circumstances.

22, As a proximate consequence of this intimidation and retaliation for PlaintifT having
filed a Verified Statement of Claim against the City of Sheftield, Alabama on Qctober 16, 2024,
Plaintiff has since quit her job there. Plaintiff felt bullied and unsafe due to the Sheffield Police
Department. Duc to their numerous visits, Plaintiff felt harassed and acwally scared for her life.

23, Also, Officer Rich came in on almost a daily basis.

24.  As a proximate consequence ol the retaliation. negligence or wantonness or neglect
or carelessness or unskilfulness of the City of Sheffield, Alabama officers/jailer(s), who was/were
then acting as the agent. officer or employee of the City of’ Shefficld Alabama, a Municipal

Corporation, while engaged in work lor same and while acting within the line and scope of their
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cmployment or their duty with the City of Shefficld. Alabama. a Municipal Corporation. plaintift’s
damages and injuries were proximately caused. including, but not limited to, mental languish.
cmotional distress. loss of cnjoyment of life. incurring loss of income, past present and future. and
other damages according to proof.

25.  Plaintiff timely filed Verified Statements of Claim against Defendant The City of
Sheffield, Alabama, a Municipal Corporation on October 16. 2024, and November 22, 2024, copies
of cach of which are attached hereto as Exhibit “A™ and Exhibit “B™, respectively, each of which are
incorporated by reference as though fully set out herein.

COUNT ONE

STATE LAW VIOLATIONS

26. Plaintiff reasserts the allegations of Paragraphs 1-25 and Exhibits “A™ and “B™ as
though fully set out herein. And in addition thereto assert the following:

27.  Defendant has violated Scction 13, Constitution of Alabama, Alabama Code Sections
11-47-190, 11-47-192, 14-6-93, 14-6-95, and other statutes according (o proof by failing to provide
Plaintiff with clean bedding, clean jail cell. hovcold watcr, lailure to provide a safe jail cell, failure
to provide adequate medical care demonstrating deliberate indifterence. and other insufficiencies
according to proof.

28.  Asaproximale consequence of the negligence or wantonness or neglect or carelessness
or unskillfulness of the City of Sheflield. Alabama jailer(s), who was:were then acting as the agent.
officer or employee of the City of Sheffield. Alabama. a Municipal Corporation. while engaged in
work for same and while acting within the line and scope of his employment or their duty with the

City of Sheffield. Alabama. 2 Municipal Corporation, Plainti{ff’s damages and mnjuries were
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proximately caused, including, but not limited to, pain and suffering, mental anguish, emotional
distress, loss of enjoyment of life. incurring loss of income, past present and future, propény damage,
permanent scarring, and other damages according to proof.

29. THEREFORE. pursuant to the above cited statutes, Plaintift Valerie G. Patterson makes
demand upon the City of Shefficld Alabama, a Municipal Corporation. for compensatory damages
in the amount of Three Hundred Thousand and no/100 ($360.000.00) as compensatory damages for
the injuries proximately caused by the neglect. carelessness or unskillfulness of an agent, olficer or
employee, jailer or jailers of the City of Sheffield, Alabama, a Municipal Corporation who was/were
engaged in work for same. and while acting in the line and scope of their duty or said injurics were
proximately caused through the neglect or carelessness and failure to remedy or wam of a defect in
the cell cot after such had been or should have been called to the attention of the City Council of the
City of Sheffield, Alabama, a Municipal Corporation, or other governing body or after the samc had
cxisted for such an unreasonabie length of time as 10 raise a presumption of knowled ge of such defect
on the part of the City Council or of the City of Sheffield. Alabuma, Municipal Corporation. or other
governing body. plus interest, costs and a reasonable attorney’s fec.

COUNT TWO

30.  Plaintiff reasscrts the allegations of Paragraphs 1-29 as though fully set out herein;, and
in addition thereto asserts the following:

31. Defendant has tortiously interfered with Plaintilf's employment, as a proximate
conscquence of which Plaintiff sutfered loss of employment. loss of income, past. present and future,
mental anguish, pain and suffering. emotional distress, loss of enjoyment of lite and other damagces

according to proof.
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32. THEREFORE, pursuant to the above cited statutes, Plaintiff Valeric G. Patterson makes

s

(=

demand upon the City of Shefficld Alabama, a Municipal Corporatien, for compensatory dama
in the amount of Three Hundred Thousand and no/ 100 (S300.000.00) as compensatory damages lor
injuries proximately caused by the neglect. carclessness or unskilifulness of an agent, officer or
cmployee, jailer or jailers of the City of Sheffield. Alabama, a Municipai Corporation who was/were
engaged in work for same, and while acting in the line and scope of their duty or satd injuries were
proximately caused through the neglect or carelessness and failure to remedy or warn of a defect in
the cell cot after such had been or should have been called to the attention of the City Council of the
City of Sheffield, Alabama, a Municipal Corporation. or other governing body or after the same had
existed for such an unreasonable length of ime as to raisc a presumption of knowledge of such defect
on the part of the City Council or of the City of Shefticld, Alabama.

Municipal Corporation, or other governing body. plus interest. costs and a reasonable attorney’s fee.

COUNT THREE

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS

33. Plaintiff reasserts the allegations of Paragraphs 1-32. as though fully set out herein. and
in additional thereto asscrts the following:

34. Defendant™s wrongful. tortious conduct is intolerable in a civilized society, was
calculated to and proximately intentionally intlicted emotional distress upon Plaintiff.

35. Asaproximately consequence of the negligence or wantonness or neglect or carelessness
or unskillfulness of the City of Sheffield, Alabama otficers and/or jailer(s). who was/were then acting
as the agent, officer or employee of the City of Shetficld. Alabama. a Municipal Corporation, while

engaged in work for same and while acting within the line and scope of his employment or their duty
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with the City of Shefficld, Alabama, a Municipal Corporation. Plaintitf’s damages and injurics were
proximately caused. including, but not limited to. pain ad suffering, mental anguish, emotional distress,
loss of enjoyment of life, incurring loss of income. past present and future, property damage.
permanent scarring, and other damages according to proof,

36. THEREFORE, pursuantto the above cited statutes. Plaintiff Valeric G. Patterson makes
demand upon the City of Sheffield Alabama, a Municipal Corporation. for compensatory damages in
the amount of Three Hundred Thousand and no/100 ($300.000.00) as compensatory damages for
injuries proximately caused by the neglect, carelessness or unskillfulness of an agent, officer or
cmployee, jailer or jailers of the City of Shefficld. Alabama. a Municipal Corporation who was/were
engaged in work for same. and while acting in the line and scope of their duty or said injuries were
proximalely caused through the neglect or carelessness and failure to remedy or warn of a defect in the
cell cot after such had been or should have been called to the attention of the City Council of the City
of Sheftield, Alabama. a Municipal Corporation, or other governing body orafter the same had existed
for such an unreasonable length of time as to raise a presumption ol knowledge of such defect on the
part of the City Council or of the City of Sheffield. Alabama, a Municipal Corporation, or other
governing body, plus interest, costs and a reasonable attorney's fee,

COUNT FOUR

42 U.S.C.. SECTION 1983

37. Plaintiff reasserts the allegations of paragraphs 1-36 as though tully set ont herein, and
in additional thereto asserts the following:
38.  The wrongful, tortious conduct of defendant, deprived Plaintiff of federally protected

rights while Defendant was acting under color of State law including but not limited to violation of
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the Eighth Amendment to the United States Constitution by engaging in a policy, practice or procedure
of denying Plaintiff adequate medical care. demonstrating deliberate indifference to Plaintiff’s need
for medical care while incarcerated. {ailing to provide humane. clean bedding, a safe jail cell. hot and
cold water, failing to repair a known dangerous condition created by Defendant with Plaintitfs cell
metal cot support, and other deficiencics according to proof.

39 Asaproximate consequence of the negligence or wantonness or neglect or carelessness
or unskilllulness of the City of Sheffield. Alabama olficers, and/or jailer(s). who was/were (hen acting
as the agent, ofticer or employee of the City of Sheftield, Alabama, a Municipal Corporation, while
engaged in work for same and while acting within the line and scope of his employment or their duty
with the City of Shefficld. Alabama. a Municipal Corporation. PlaintifT’s damages and injuries were
proximately caused, including. but not limited to, pain ad suffcring, mental anguish, cmotignal distress.
loss of enjoyment of life, incurring loss of income. past present and future, property damage.
permanent scarring, and other damages according to proof.

40. THEREFORE, pursuant to the above cited statutes, Plaintiff Valerie G. Patterson makes
demand upon the City of Sheffield Alabama, a Municipal Corporation. for compensatory and punitive
damages in the amount of Three Million and no/100 Dollars ($3.000,000.00) as compensatory and
punitive damages for injurics proxnmately caused by the negiect. carelessness or unskillfulness of an
agent. officer oremployee. jailer or jailers of the City of Shefficld. Alabama, a Municipal Corporation
who was/were engaged in work for same. and while acting in the line and scope of their duty or said
injuries were proximately caused through the neglect or carelessness and failure to remedy or warn of
a defect in the cell cot after such had been or should have been called to the attention of the City

Council of the City of Shefficld, Alabama. a Municipal Corporation, or vther governing body or after
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the same had existed for such an unrcasonable length of time as to raise a presumption of knowledge
of such defect on the part of the City Council or of the City of Sheffield. Alabama, a Municipal
Corporation, or other governing body, plus interest, costs and a reasonable attorney’s fec.

COUNT FIVE

RETALIATION

41. Plaintiff reasserts the allegations of Paragraphs 1-40 as though fully set out herein and
in addition thereto asserts the following:

42, Defendant wrongfully retaliated against Plaintitt duc to Plaintiff asserting her federally
protected rights as moere fully set out hereinabove.

43. THEREFORE, pursuant to the above cited statutes, Plaintiff Valerie G. Patterson makes
demand upon the City of Sheffield Alabama, a Municipal Corporation. for compensatory damages in
the amount of Three Hundred Thousand and no/100 {$300,000.00) as compensatory and punitive
damages for injurics proximately caused by the neglect., carclessness or unskillfulness ot an agent,
officer or employee, jailer or jailers of the City of Sheffield. Alabama, a Municipal Corporation who
was/were engaged in work for same, and while acting in the linc and scope of their duty or said injuries |
were proximately caused through the neglect or carelessness and failure to remedy or wam of a defect
in the cell cot after such had been or should have been called to the attention ot the City Council of
the City of Sheffield, Alabama. a Municipal Corporation. or other governing body or alter the same
had existed for such an unreasonable length of time as to raise a presumption of knowledge of such
defect on the part of the City Council or of the City of Sheftield. Alabama, a Municipal Corporation.
or other governing body. plus interest, costs and a reasonable attorney’s fee.

44. THEREFORE,. pursuant to the above cited statutes. Plaintitf Valerie G. Patterson makes

10
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demand upon the City of Sheftield Alabama, a Municipal Corporation, for compensatory and punitive
damages in the amount of Three Million and no/100 Dollars ($3.000.000.00) as compensatory and
punitive damages for injuries proximatcly caused by the retaliation. neglect. carelessness or
unskillfulness of an agent, officer(s) or employee. jailer or jailers of the City of Sheffield, Alabama,
a Municipal Corporation who was/were engaged in work for same, and while acting in the line and
scope of their duty as to which injuries PlaintifT filed a Verified Claim which were proximately caused
through the neglect or carclessness and failure to remedy or warn of a defect in the cell cot after such
had been or should have been called to the attention of the City Council of the City of Sheffield,
Alabama. a Municipal Corporation. or other governing body or after the same had existed for such an
unreasonable length of time as to raise a presumption of knowledge of such defect on the part of the
City Council or of the City of Shefficld, Alabama. a Municipal Corporation. or other governing body.
plus interest, costs and a rcasonable attorney's fee.
y isi 3. Wilson Mitchell
/I 1/25. J. WILSON MITCHELL (MIT016)
Attorney al Law
4050 Hclton Exccutive Plaza

Florence, Alabama 35630
(256) 767-4900 - Phone

Attorney for Plaintift:

Attorney for Plaintiff /s/ Bennett L. Pugh
; BENNETT L. PUGH (PUG004)
/J' %5. 300 N. Montgomery Avenue
Sheffield. Alabama 35660
{205)901-1116 Phone |

JURY DEMAND

Plaintiff demands trial by struck jury as to all triable issues herein.

1/17/26 [s/) Wilson Mitchell
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