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STATE OF ALABAMA * IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
COLBERT COUNTY * CASE NO.:
KATHERINE ALLEN, f/k/a *

KATHERINE ALLEN MCCOLLUM,

Plaintiff,
v &
THE CITY OF SHEFFIELD, *
ALABAMA, a Municipal Corporation,

*
Defendant.
COMPLAINT
PARTIES

1. Plaintiff Kathering Allen, t/k/a Katherine Allen McCollum, is a resident citizen of
Colbert County, Alabama, and is over the age of nineteen (19) years,

2. Defendant, The City of Shetfield, Alabama (“*Defendant™} is a Municipal
Corporation, and 1s an cntity subject to suit.

ADMINISTRATIVE POROCEDURES AND VENUE

3. Plamtiff Katherine Allen f/k/a Katherine Atlen McCollum (“Plaintiff™) timely filed
a Verified Statement of Claim agianst Defendant. a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit
“A™ and which mcorporated by reference as though fully set out herein.

4. The wrongful actions complained of occurred in Colbert County, Alabama, making

venue proper.
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FACTS COMMON TO ALL. COUNTS

5. On or about December 30, 2024, Plaintitt was at her home at 106 Qakhill
Avenue, Sheffield, Alabama.

6. At approximately 6:30 pm four (4) Shettield police officers broke down
Plaintift™s glass and mctal front storm door with no knock, no announcement identifying them as
police officers, presenting no warrant. two of which officers drew their service weapons on
Plaintift and aimed them at Plaintift.

7. Plaintitt was talsely imprisoned at gun point, forced to keep her hands up, while
they searched Plaintift™s home with no authority and never presented a warrant or other Order
allowing any search.

8. Finally, after Plaintitf identified herselt with Plaintift’s drivers license. they
realized that they had invaded the wrong home,

9. Plaintiff was never provided with an Order, warrant or other document providing
Defendant’s officers any authority to damage Plaintiffs property and invading Plaintift™s home,
and cause Plaintiff undue distress, fear. anxiety. and terror.

10, Sincce that evening, Plaintift has had a fear of being in the vicinity of a police
vehicle or police officer, Plaintift has had trouble sleeping and the incident caused Plaintiff post
traumatic stress disorder, mental anguish, emotional distress and loss of enjoyment of life to the

point that Plaintiff is now taking medication to help alleviate these symptoms

FOURTH AMENDMENT VIOLATION
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1. Plaintitf rcasserts the allegations of Paragraph 1-10 as though fully sct out herein,
and in addition thereto asserts the following:

12, The policies and conduct of Defendant. acting through the four (4} police
officers referred to herein, who were all acting under color of State law, unskilltully, within the
linc and scopc of their dutics and cmployment with Defendant, violated Plaintiff's right to be trec
ot unreasonable searches and seizure and detention in violation of the Fourth Amendment to the
United States Constitution, and 42 U.S.C. Section 1983,

13. As a direct and proximate consequence of the unlawful policies and actions of
Dcfendant described hercin, Plaintiff was caused property damage, ecmotional distress, mental
anguish, emotional distress, incurred medical and medicine expenses. damage to reputation,
humiliation, and other damages according to proof,

14, THEREFORE, Plaintitt demands judgment against Detendant in an amount to
be determined by a duly empancled jury in the Circuit Court of Colbert County, Alabama as
compensatory damages, and punitive damages for Defendant’s willful, malicious, and/or reckless
disregard of the consequences and harms and losses suffered by Plaintifl due to Defendant’s
actions, said amount to be in excess of the jurisdictional amount for this Honorable Court, plus
interest, costs, and a rcasonable attorney’s fee.

COUNT TWO

TRESPASS WITH INSULT

15. Plaintiff reasserts Paragraphs 1-14 as though fully set out herein, and in addition
hereto asserts the following:

16. Defendant, through its four(4) police ofTicers trespassed, with insult upon
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Plaintitt’s property and Plaintitt™s home. at might, while Plaintitt was in her night clothes,
preparing to go to bed.,

17. As a direct and proximate consequence of the unlawful policies and actions of
Defendant described herein Plaintift was caused property damage, emotional distress, mental
anguish, incurred medical and medicine expenses, damage to reputation, humiliation, and other
damages according to proof,

18.  THEREFORE, Plaintifl demands judgment against Defendant in an amount to be
determined by a duly empaneled jury in the Circuit Court of Colbert County Alabama as
compensatory damages, and punitive damages for Defendant’s willfull, malicious, and/or
reckless disregard of the conesequences and harms and losses to Plaintiff due to Defendant’s
actions. said amount to be in excess of the jurisdictional amount for this Honorable Court, plus
interest, costs, and a reasonable attorney’s fee.

COUNT THREE

FALSE IMPRISONMENT

19. Plaintift reasserts Paragraphs 1-18 as though fully sct out herein. and in addition
thereto asserts the following:

20. Detendant negligently, wantonly, neglectfully, carclessly unskillfully, wiltfully,
maliciously and/or recklessly falsely imprisoned, and lalsely detained Plaintiff in Plaintiffs
home, at night, at gun point ordering her to stand with hands up. in her night clothes.

21. As a direct and proximate consequence of the unlawtul policies and actions of
Defendant described herein, Plaintift was caused property damage. emotional distress, mental

anguish, incurred medical and medicine expenses, damage to reputation, humiliation, and other
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damages according to proof.

22 THEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against Defendant in an amount to
be determined in a duly empaneled jury in the Circuit Court of Colbert County. Alabama as
compensatory damages, and punitive damages for Defendant’s willtul, malicious, and/or reckless
disregard of the conscquences and harms and losses to Plaintiff duc to Detendant’s actions, said
amount to be in excess of the jurisdictional amount for this Honorable Court. plus interest. costs
and a reasonable attorney’s tee.

Respecttully submitted.

Attorney for Plamtiff: s/ J. Wilson Mitchell

J. WILSON MITCHELL (MIT016)
4050 Helton Exccutive Plaza
Florence. Alabama 35630

(256} 767-4900 - Phone

Attorney for Plamtiff /s/ Bennett L. Pugh

BENNETT L. PUGH (PUG004)
300 N. Montgomery Avenue
Sheffield, Alabama 35660

(205) 9011116 Phone

JURY DEMAND

Plaintift demands trial by struck jury as to all triable issues herein,

/s/ ). Wilson Mitchell
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FU e N [, B e

STATE OF ALABAMA CITY OF SHEFFIELD, ALABAMA
COLBERT COUNTY A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

VERIFIED STATEMENT OF CLAIM AGAINST THE CITY OF SHEFFIELD,
ALABAMA, A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, BY KATHERINE ALLEN,
FORMERLY KNOWN AS KATHERINE ALLEN McCOLLUM

Comes now the Claimant, Katherine Allen, formerly known as Katherine Allen
McCollum, who having been duly sworn, asserts and testifies as follows, pursuant
to Alabama Code Sections 11-47-190, 11-47-192, the Fourth, Sixth and Eighth
Amendments to the U.S. Constitution, and 42 U.8.C. Section 1983:

1. My name is Katherine Allen. I am over the age of nineteen (19) years, [ am a

resident citizen of Sheffield. Alabama, Colbert County, Alabama. I make the

following verified claim upon personal knowledge and I am not under undue
constraints or undue influence.

On or about December 30, 2024, T was at my home at 106 Oakhill Avenue,

Sheffield, Alabama.

3. At approximately 6:30 pm four Sheffield police officers broke down my
kitchen door, with no knock or announcement identifying them as police
officers, two of which drew their service weapons on me and aimed them at
my person. They searched my home with no authority and never presented
m with a warrant or other order allowing a search.

4. Finally, after identifying myself with my drivers license, they realized that
they invaded the wrong home, which was four blocks away. _

5. I'was never provided with an order, warrant or other document providing me
with their authority to damage my property and cause me undue distress,
fear, anxiety and terror.

6. Since that evening, I have had a fear of being in the vicinity of a police
vehicle or police officer, I have had trouble sleeping and the incident caused
me post traumatic stress disorder, mental anguish, emotional distress and
loss of enjoyment of life to the point that ] am now tak ing medication to
alleviate these symptoms.

7. No offer was made by the City of Sheffield, Alabama to repair my damaged
property and I have not received any apology from the city and T have had
difficulty securing the door due to the damage cause by the Shefficld police.

SR

to
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THEREFORE, pursuant to the above cited statutes, Claimant Katherine Allen,
formerly known as Katherine Allen McCollum, makes demand on the City of
Sheffield, Alabama, a Municipal Corporation, for compensatory and punitive
damages in the amount of Three hundred thousand doliars and no/100 ($300,000)
as compensatory damages caused by the neglect. carelessness or unskillfulness of
the four police officers and employees or agents of the City of Sheffield, Alabama,
a Municipal Corporation, who were acting or engaged in work for the same, and
while acting within the line and scope of their duty and said emotional injury was
proximately caused through their neglect, carelessness and unskillfulness, plus
interest, cost and attornev’s fees.

Respectfully submitted this %ﬁl\ day of January, 2025

)

3 - 2

(K afhonins AU
KATHERINE ALLEN, FORMERLY KNOWN
AS KATHERINE ALLEN McCOLLUM

i ;.}.“\
Sworn and subscribed before me, a Notary Public, this & gD wéay of January,
2025,

NOTARY PUBLIC

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 03/07/2027

My commission expires:




