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The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation May 21, 1945.

Tom C. Clark, Assistant Attarney Ceneral B oW¢ 3
TCC BB 1BC o\

John H. Barrenbrugge, J. C. Moseley,

Le O, Smith; Hattis Debardleben - Vietim L144~2-13

Civil Righte and Domestiec Violence

R o

This will acknowledge the receipt of your memorandum of - &
Y¥ay 14, with attached repert of Edwin Paul Dunphy. Before
deciding whether we will proceed with full investigation of the
above matter, we should like the following preliminary investiga-
tion. '

Please interview the undertaker who actually prepared the
body for burial and attempt to deterwine from him whether he
observed any signs of a broken neck or other evidences of
viclence. Flease obtain from one of your medical experts an
opinion as to whether or not the symptoms described as preceding
the death of Hattie Debardleben would have resulted from heart
trouble or whether they could have resulted from a blow which
caused & broken neck and possible brain injury or whether we must
seek some third cause for such symptoms,

CC Miss Bontecou O
Miss Healy )

Records ¢
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) STAMDARD FORM NO. 64 . . ‘ :

Oﬁice Memomndz;m e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

\ _womiVE {r)
TO : Assistant Attorney General, Tom C. Clark DATE: May 1h, 1945 wecl @
W FROM : John Edgar Hoover, Director - Fed:;;ﬁ Bureau of Investiga'binn_“m-l G
&F - S

SUBJECT: JOHN H. BARRENERUGGE, J. C. MOSE vf ’(L/ / ) ,j

TT“TT“SHTTH"“ﬁETTIE _DEBARDLEBEN - I & _

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE v Sk MAY 1G 194

Reference is made to your membr&qmi.{da'ted APEET I e G L5 Sl

requesting an investigation of the allegation that victim Hattie Debardleben
suffered a deprivation of her civil rights while being arrested.

Investigation has been conducted in accordance with your request,
and there is transmitted herewith a copy of the report of Special Agent Edwin
Paul Dunphy dated May 5, 19i5, at Birmingham, Alabama, captioned as above.

It would be appreciated if you would advise whether you believe
further investigation should be conducted in this matter.

Attachment ./
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OFFICE & THE PRESIDEN’. ‘

Baniel Papne CTollege

'Hirmingl-[m G, Alabm OF Ty Wi OF

October 23,1945.

Attorney General Tom C,. Clérk;nl
Dept. Jus tice \.
Washington 25,D.C.

Dear Attorney Clark:

: We have been iformed that the case
of one Hattie Debardelaben,;.liontgomery Alabama has
been turned over to your office. It is further avered
that all papers affecting the case have been given you.
We are writing to secure any or all information that
might be available concerning the disposition of the
case by your office.

Much concern is registered here
concerning the outcome of the said case and we would
appreciate your reply to the matter at the earliest
date convenient wita you.

Yours for an ezly consideration in
the matter, -~ 3

/g?R apectful{;,:
Rev. E.Simpgon Jam
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ADDRESS REPLY TO
STHE ATTORNEY GENERAL'*

AND REFER TO

INITIALS AND NUMBER DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
' WASHINGTON, D.C.
R

B VY- 55 & I—

BEQ LLIE
Date: sune 30, 1945.

To: Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation.
Froms Tom C. Clark, Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division.

Subjects John d. Barrenbrugge, J. C., Hoseley,
Le U, Smithi Hattle Debardlsben -~ Victim
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence

Reference is made to your recent memorandum to the Criminal
Division in the above-entitled matter.

You are advised that from the information presently available
it appears that the institution of criminal proceedings is not

varranted. o, further investigation roquested.

CC Miss Bontecou

Miss Healy
Hecords v







FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
ﬁomNo.l
HIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BIRMINGHAM 5 FILE NO. 3 :
REFPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE ‘PVE:II’?HDEEEE REPORT MADE BY
BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 6-18-45 6-8,11-L5 EDWIN PAUL DUNPHY
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE
JOHN H, BARRENBRUGGE; J. C. MOSELEY; L. O, SMITH; | CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC
HATTIE DEBARDLEBEN - VICTIM, VIOLENCE

synopsisoF FacTs: FRED WILLIAMS, who prepared victim's body for burial, and
Dr. TANKERSLEY, who examined victim's body shortly after death,
upon-interview advise there was no evidence of violence, No
indication victim suffered broken neck, Dr. TANKERSLEY states
death due to heart attack. Dr, CHISHOLM, victim's family
physician, advised victim suffering from mitrol regurgitation
murmur of the heart and that sudden death, especially if
excited, not surprising or unusual,

C.

REFERENCE : Report of Special Agent EDWIN PAUL DUNPHY, Birmingham, Ala.,
dated 5-5-45.
Bureau letter dated May 31, 1945.

DETAILS : This is a joint investigation of the writer and Special Agent
ARTHUR HAYES HAUSSERMANN.

AT SELMA, ALA,:

FRED WILLIAMS, 709 Philpot St., Selma, Ala,., colored undertaker who
prepared victim, HATTIE DEBARDELEBEN's, body for burial, upon interview furnished
the following signed statement:

" Selm’ mm.
June 8, 1945,

I, Fred Williams, Jr. of 709 Philpot St. Selma Alabama make the
following voluntary statement to Edwin P. Dunphy and Arthur H, Haussermann whom I
know to be Special Agents of the F.B,I. I know I need not make any statement and
, that any statement I do make may be used as evidence in a court of law, No force |

A ELAND SERCUAL DALY DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
FORWARDED: IN CHARGE
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BH 44~83

has been used against me and no promises of reward offered me to induce me
to make this statement.

I am employed at J, H. Williams & Son undertaking parlor in Selma,
Ala. and have been the embalmer there for the past eight years,

On March 23 at about 7:30 P, M. I received a phone call from
Prattville from an Underwood boy asking me to go to Prattville & obtain the
body of his mother,

I went from here to Prattville and went to the home of Don
Albright the colored undertaker and asked him about a release for the body
which was at his funeral home at the time. Don sent me to the Sheriff's
house, I went in to see the Sheriff and he sent me to the Registrar's home,
I obtained a releawe to remove the body to Selma from the Register,

I then went back to Don Allbright and picked up the body and took
it to my funeral home in Selms,

The following morning I examined bhe body., On the previous
night I had seen and talked with the sons of the dead woman and they had told
me the woman had been struck by some officers. I had had cases like this
before and I thought there might be some investigation so I made a careful
examination,

I found scratches on both knees such as would be made by skinning
ones knees in gravel, These were the only marks on the body. I examined the
neck closely for marks and found none, there was no sign of a broken neck,

I have in my experience handled some broken neck cases and am sure that if
the neck of this body was broken I would have detected this fact, Of course
when I got the body the woman had been dead several hours and rigor mortis
had begun to set in,

I found no marks about the body which would indicate a blow
had been struck. There was some swelling about the body and on the neck and
face, but I could not say this was not the natural result of death, Bodies
swell like that after they have been dead for 2 time and it was 12 or 15
hours from the time of death given me and the time I examined the body.

I have read the above statement consisting of this and two
other pages and now sign ig because it is true,

/s/ FRED WILLIAMS JR.
EDWIN P. DUNPHY,
FBI, Birmingham 6/8/45

ARTHUR H. HAUSSERMANN,
m’ B'hl.!l., Ala. 6/8/‘05 "
e



BH 44~-83
This statement is being retained in the Birmingham file,

Dr, J. S. CHISHOLM, 117 Broad St., Selma, Ala., advised that he
had been victim DEBARDELEBEN's family physician for the past ten years and
that she had been in general good health up until about a month prior to
her death when she came to his office and complained of shortness or breath
and the swelling of her feet. He advised he examined her and determined
that she had a heart murmur which is described as a mitrol regurgitation
mirmur, He stated that he did not consider her seriously ill and that
she might could have been expected to live out her normal span of life,
yet on the other hand it was not at all unusual to have a person in her
condition drop dead very suddenly, particularly if they had been subjected
to any unusual strain or excitement. Dr. CHISHOLM stated he had prescribed
fifteen drops of digitalis to be taken by HATTIE three times each day. Dr.
CHISHOLM stated that in his opinion it was perfectly logical that subject
under the stress and excitement of having been arrested and having officers
advise her they were taking her to jail to have an attack and drop dead.

Dr. JAMES TANKERSLEY, Prattville, Ala,, was interviewed by the
writer and Special Agent HAUSSERMANN at his office, He stated that he had
received a call from Sheriff STEWART of Autauge County on the night of
March 23, 1945, requesting him to examine the body which was at that time
in the court yard of the County jail. He stated he went to the scene and
determined that there was & body of a negro woman in the back seat of the
automobile, which he subsequently learned was the automobile of investiga-
tors of the Alcohol Tax Unit of the Department of Inmﬁ Revenue, He
stated he examined the woman and verified the fact that she was dead and
then requested that her body be removed to an undertaking where he
could meke a complete nation, This was done and on the same night at
the undertaking parlor of DAN ALBRIGHT, the negro undertaker at Prattville,
he, Dr. TANKERSLEY, made a complete and careful examination of the body.
He stated he found a slight abraison on-one knee. He stated that this
point had not bled and was merely a scuffing up of the skin. He stated
he had previously been advised that there might be an allegation that the
negro woman had been injured and he took particular pains to examine all
parts of her body and he was positive that she had not suffered any
violence, but had died of a heart attack,

CLOSED





