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Fortifying  
Our Democracy 
Against the  
Far-Right Agenda
Our democracy and our civil rights coalition are 
fragile. We must be one step ahead, using compre-
hensive data and research to inform our strategies, 
and build something stronger.

The Southern Poverty Law Center’s preemi-
nent Year in Hate report provides a comprehensive 
analysis of the organizational infrastructure – the 
groups — upholding white supremacy in the United 
States. It is these organizations, these hate groups, 
that form the ideological home for the hard right, 
strategizing, training and narrating their agenda 
today. This report warns of intensifying antigovern-
ment groups built on the oppression of Black people, 
women, immigrants, Jews, Muslims, and Latinx, 
low-income, Indigenous, and LGBTQ+ communities.

More than anything, this report uncovers the 
playbook these groups and their leaders have used 
to undermine civil and human rights over the past 
year. They have meticulously prepared the ground-
work for an authoritarian takeover and a more deep-
ly divided nation.

For decades, the SPLC has been exposing the 
strategies and tactics employed to harm our commu-
nities. We’ve been in the rooms, read the literature, 
and witnessed firsthand the ugly side of our country. 
We’ve done the research. In communities across the 
United States, especially in the Deep South, we’ve 
sat in cafes alongside bigots and lived under oppres-
sive policies and attitudes. We think it vital to the 
communities you lead and represent that you review 
what we have learned.  

We know that old-school white supremacists wore 
their bigotry openly, emblazoned on their steel-toed 
boots and jacket patches. Today’s white nationalism 
is cloaked in conspiracies, tropes and coded language. 
It seizes power directly, terrorizing people of color 
and Jews into hiding, or sowing division among us.

But we’ve also organized against them, using this 
knowledge to counter the hard-right movements 
and rebuild a civil rights coalition. We know we must 
stand together, armed not with weapons but with 
knowledge and commitment.

The hard right in the United States knows how to 
use a variety of tactics and has many targets. But we 
recognize that there is no hierarchy of oppression 
when it comes to anti-Black racism, antisemitism, 
xenophobia, Islamophobia, anti-LGBTQ+ bigotry, 
and male supremacy.

This report documents their deliberate plan to 
come after us all and the hard-fought practice of 
democracy so critical to an authentic multiracial de-
mocracy committed to pluralism, equity and freedom.

We will not be divided. We hope this report serves 
not only as a reality check but as a tool to bring us 
back together. We invite you to read, share, and join us 
in fortifying our democracy and civil rights movement.

In Solidarity, 
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Rachel Carroll Rivas
SPLC Interim Director,  
Intelligence Project

Eric Ward
SPLC Senior Fellow

Illustration by Lauren Crow
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online and in person stating, “FREE PALESTINE.” This 
is not in any way to show support for Palestinian peo-
ple. Rather, this is a not-so-thinly-veiled attempt at 
stoking more antisemitism and using Palestinian peo-
ple to further their own aims. This is a common tactic 
used by hard-right extremists throughout U.S history 
— pretending to engage legitimate conversation about 
a national or international issue to promote their own 
endgame, which is, in this case, uniting the country 
against Jews. 

Sowing Disruption Through  
Antigovernment Conspiracies
The U.S. is in the midst of a powerful social and 
political disruption. In the wake of long wars, pan-
demics and economic disruption, the hard right is 
taking advantage of the dislocation and suffering so 
many of us are experiencing to undermine mean-
ingful democracy and eliminate the checks, balances 
and institutions that hold people and organizations 
that seek power to account. Communities of color, 
immigrant communities, minority faith communities 
and LGBTQ+ communities are all targeted by and 

experience the negative effects of antigovernment 
conspiracies through targeted violence, but also 
book bans, acrimonious town halls, school boards as 
battlegrounds, and agitation among one’s neighbors. 
Attacks on democratic institutions are part of a con-
certed effort by the hard right and antigovernment 
extremists to gain power through a focus on local 
politics, emphasizing the power local institutions 
and government bodies — sheriffs, counties, local 
churches — so that the local authorities can trump, 
even nullify, federal and state laws. It is a twisting 
of our social contract, driven by conspiracy theory 
and fabrication, to increase power for the few at the 
expense of the many.

Some of the most worrying conspiracy theories ges-
ture back to the days of the Christian patriot posse comi-
tatus movement, resurrecting the myth that the highest 
law in the land rests at the county level and, now, with 
the sheriff. These conspiracies are known as “county 
supremacy” and “the constitutional sheriff movement,” 
which claim without merit that the county government 
and sheriff trump any federal or state law or policy. It 
aims at a new form of nullification — a rallying cry for 
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rhetorical and in-person violence and victimized by 
an emergent network peddling anti-trans pseudosci-
ence that the SPLC documented in our 2023 CAPTAIN 
report. The increasing vitriol directed at trans people, 
and especially trans kids, is reflected in the record 
number of active anti-LGBTQ+ hate groups the SPLC 
documented in 2023.

In addition to the spike in antisemitic attacks 
that followed the Oct. 7 terrorist attacks in Israel by 
Hamas, the SPLC documented a rapid return to viru-
lent rhetorical Islamophobia by anti-Muslim groups 
who, throughout much of 2023, had opportunistically 
focused their ire on other marginalized people like 
LGBTQ+ and immigrant communities. Anti-Muslim 
rhetoric helped fuel attacks on Palestinian Americans, 
including the Oct. 14 murder of 6-year-old Wadea 
Al-Fayoume by his family’s landlord in Plainfield 
Township, Illinois, outside Chicago, who was reportedly 
angry with the family for “what was going on” in Israel. 

The violent rhetoric and activities of many hate and 
antigovernment groups in 2023, coupled with their em-
brace of electoral conspiracies and rejection of inclusive 
civil institutions (like schools, libraries and religious 
congregations), presage a troubling willingness to co-
opt those same American civil and social institutions 
in 2024 to both position far-right actors in offices of 
authority and lend an air of legitimacy to the conspira-
cies that animated the Jan. 6 insurrection. 

One component of this strategy, on display in 2023, 
is restricting the flow of historically accurate informa-
tion about systemic racism and American pluralism. 
As we explain in this report, in Florida, present-day at-
tacks against diverse students perpetuate the legacy of 
forced assimilation in the United States. Through book 
bans and limits on inclusive curriculum, education 
policies are compelling marginalized students to only 
learn and acknowledge whitewashed views of history 
that erase the experiences and contributions of the 
minorities who helped make this country. For some 

For some hate groups, 
restricting anti-racist and 
LGBTQ+ inclusive school 
curricula is considered 
part of their right to 
“religious freedom.”

Hate Groups Multiply and Mobilize
Throughout 2023, the SPLC documented the activities 
of hard-right factions as they attempt to desensitize us 
to the erosion of pluralism and multiracial democracy 
while amplifying conspiratorial and false narratives 
that paint the far right as victims of political and reli-
gious persecution. We detail many of these activities 
in this report. In addition to the troubling trends we 
highlight above, we also documented a growth in hate 
groups and the continued use of political violence. 

In 2023, the white nationalist movement surged, 
reaching a historic high of 166 chapters of various 
groups. This growth was led by the National Justice 
Party (NJP) and Active Clubs. While the NJP, with 
centralized leadership, used independent chapters 
for flyering, Active Clubs relied on Telegram for 
recruitment. This growth came with a pivot toward 
increasingly violent tactics, threats, and intimidation, 
emboldened by successes of other far-right groups. 

While the number of neo-Nazi groups remained 
stable in 2023, new groups like the Blood Tribe, led 
by Chris Pohlhaus, gained attention with the large, 
uniformed demonstrations in which members carried 
swastika flags and performed Roman salutes. Despite 
arrests, legal challenges and online crackdowns, such 
groups as the neo-Nazi Aryan Freedom Network 
also expanded, emphasizing in-person demonstra-
tions over low-risk activities, particularly against 
immigrants. Combined, these activities suggest a 
determined return to tactics that rely on aggression, 
intimidation and violence. 

166
white nationalist movement  

chapters were active in 2023 

In 2023, the SPLC also documented hundreds of 
protests – many led or attended by white supremacist 
and neo-Nazi groups – targeting a children’s litera-
cy program known as Drag Story Hour. The growth 
comes specifically at the expense of trans people  
— who were frequently targeted in 2023 by online 





14	 The Movements Animating the Right Illustration By XXX

TH
E 

MO
VE

ME
NT

S 
 

AN
IM

AT
IN

G 
TH

E 
RI

GH
T

The White Power 
Movement Hits  
the Streets 
By Cassie Miller and Hannah Gais 

On a warm September day in 2023, neo-Nazi leader 
Christopher Pohlhaus led a crew of over 50 extrem-
ists carrying swastika flags through the streets of Or-
lando, Florida. It was, as someone from his organiza-
tion, Blood Tribe, wrote in an enthusiastic Telegram 
post after the event, “AN INCREDIBLE DAY TOGETH-
ER EXPRESSING OUR WILL FOR WHITE POWER.” 

Throughout 2022 and 2023, there has been a 
resurgence of in-person demonstrations among white 
nationalist, neo-Nazi and far-right reactionary groups 
throughout the country. For the first time since 2018, 
these racist activists, who together make up what 
is known as the white power movement, turned out 
in droves, holding 191 demonstrations in 2022 and 
143 in 2023. These street actions have helped the 
movement regain some of its momentum following 
a series of setbacks from legal challenges, infighting 
and increased scrutiny from activists, journalists and 
lawmakers in the aftermath of the deadly 2017 “Unite 
the Right” rally in Charlottesville, Virginia. 

Another sign of the white power movement’s con-
fidence is the growth in the number of hate groups 
aligned with the movement. Between 2022 and 2023, 
the number of active white nationalist groups in the 
United States grew just over 50 percent, from 109 to 
a historic high of 165. While the number of neo-Nazi 
groups remained stable, eight new organizations that 
embrace that ideology formed within the last year.   

Illustration by Klawe Rzeczy


